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The Dispatch 
Outdoor Burning 

Outdoor Recreational Fire Information 

As the warmer months come closer we would like to 

remind you of just what is and isn’t ok to burn outdoors.  
 What is an approved / authorized outdoor fire 

Recreational fire are allowed if built in metal or 

concrete lined fire pits like those found in campgrounds, 

and camping stoves. Fire pits can also be constructed of 

bricks or rocks.  

 Fires shall not exceed 3 feet in diameter and height. 

 The depth of the pit shall be a minimum of 6 inches and 

capable of containing fire debris.  

 Fires shall consist of dry seasoned firewood, “Dura-flame/Presto 

logs” or charcoal briquettes only. 
 A minimum of 10 feet shall be maintained around the entire pit, free of 

grass, shrubbery, weeds, vegetation and any other combustible 

material, including overhanging limbs from trees. Fire should be no 

closer than 25 feet from any buildings. 

 Fires shall be attended at all times by an adult with 

immediate access to a bucket of water or an active 

garden hose. 

What is a not-approved / un-authorized outdoor fire 

 Fires that contain garbage, paint, plywood, finished 

lumber or particle board, or any petroleum products 

such as tires, plastics, gasoline may not be burned. 

Burning of yard waste is also not allowed (no 

branches, shrubbery, or wet wood). 

 Burn barrels shall never be used for any type of burning.  
 

Firework Safety  
Be Prepared… before you Light fireworks 

 Only use fireworks purchased from state 

licensed fireworks stands 

 Store fireworks out of children’s reach. 

 Keep pets safe indoors. 

 Always keep water handy. 

Be Safe… when lighting fireworks 

 Only adults should light fireworks. 

 Only use fireworks outdoors. 

 Do not throw fireworks or hold them. 

 Protect your eyes. 

 Light one firework at a time, move away quickly—never relight a “dud”. 
Be Responsible… after you finish 

 Soak used fireworks in water. 

 Be considerate and clean up used fireworks. 

 Remember firework debris belong in the trash, NOT the recycle bin. 

 Keep matches and lighters away from children. 
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In An Emergency  
Dial 9-1-1 
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Meet Your Firefighters 
Captain/ Paramedic Allen Putz 

 

Allen Putz began with Riverside Fire & Rescue 

in 2011 as an Intern Firefighter while working 

towards his Fire Science Degree and EMT-

Basic at Bates Technically College. Since 

completion, he has continued his training and 

education by obtaining his Paramedic 

Certification and Fire Officer Training. He 

was promoted to Captain two years ago and is 

currently the assistant to the Medical 

Supervisor and Training Officer. 

 

In his free time he is busy at home raising his 

two girls, ages two and four,  

 

We provided an insight into his work ethic and 

dedication with our favorite quote from him: 

 

“Come on, hurry up! You guys are so slow, I wouldn't want you to save me 
in a fire!” 

 

Heat Related Illness 

Prevention 
 

 During heat waves, frequently check on 

people at risk for heat-related illness, such 

as the elderly, disabled or homebound 

people.  

 Never leave children alone in cars, and 

ensure that children cannot lock 

themselves in an enclosed space, such as a 

car trunk.  

 L i m i t  s u n 

exposure during 

midday hours and 

in places of 

potential severe 

exposure, such 

as beaches.  

 Drink plenty 

of non-alcoholic 

fluids, and replace the body’s salts and 
minerals, which sweating can release. Do not 

take salt tablets unless under medical 

supervision. 

 Dress infants and children in cool, loose 

clothing and shade their heads and faces 

from the sun with hats or an umbrella.  

 Provide plenty of fresh water for pets, 

and leave the water in a shaded area.  
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A Look At Your Department 

Every year on average, 
37 children die in hot 

cars in the US. 

From 1999 to 2010, 
8,081 heat-related 

deaths were reported in 
the United States.  

Of these 8,081: 

72% underlying cause 
was heat exposure  

28% heat was  
contributing factor 

69% were Males 

 

94% occurred May-

Sept 
 

July was highest month 
accounting for 39% 

 

Source: CDC 
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We Need Your Help! 
Please post/share the recruitment flyer at your work, gym, school or 

other public location. The average tenure of volunteers is 1-2 years which 

means one of our top ongoing priorities is recruitment. Your fire department 

is run primarily by volunteers, so please take the time to help us out and 

spread the word! 

 

We are planning to host our second annual fire academy starting in June. 

This is a great opportunity to get your foot in the door for a future in the 

fire service while serving your community. 

 

A glance at Fire Academy 
The typical day at Riverside Fire and 

Rescue’s Training Academy is very 
busy. There are academic and physical 

fitness components to the day, and a 

lot of information is compressed 

into the schedule.  Riverside Fire and 

Rescue takes pride in its extensive 

training and, as a result, Riverside 

Fire and Rescue’s firefighters are trained to 
the highest level in the short duration 

recruits spend in the Academy.  

 

Recruit Firefighters will spend 3 months 

in Riverside Fire and Rescue’s Training 
Academy. Recruits must be seated at their 

desk prepared for the day at 1800 on 

weekdays and 0800 on weekends. 

The Recruit Academy typically runs every 

Monday and Wednesday from 1730 to 2130 

and every other Saturday/Sunday from 

0630 to 1700. After graduating the 

Academy, each Firefighter tests for their International 

Fire Service Accreditation Congress (IFSAC) Firefighter  

and hazardous Materials Certifications. A professional 

credential recognizing your achievements as a 

firefighter. 

 

Recruits should be prepared for classroom lectures by 

completing all assignments prior to that days 

instruction. Because the schedule is dynamic, all 

equipment, books and uniforms should be brought to 

work every day regardless of the expected schedule. 

 

The following is a 

sample of the daily 

schedule. Classroom and drill ground time 

will vary from week to week. The schedule is 

dynamic and will vary depending on the 

educational and training opportunities. 
 

Saturday October 28, 2017  

PT  0630-0730  

Inspections 0730-0745 

Ladders 0745-1200 

Lunch  1200-1245  

Ladders 1245-1700 

 

Our Volunteers are 
required to work (4) 12 
hour shifts per month. 

 

Department drills are 
Tuesdays 1830-2130 and 
again Friday 1000-1300 

80% of drill attendance 
is required quarterly 

 

All firefighters are 
required to complete a 

Fire Academy and obtain 
EMT-B within a year. 

Additional training 
offered includes: 
Driver/Operator 

Vehicle Extrication 

Hazardous Materials 

Swift Water Rescue 

Wildland Firefighter 
Rope Rescue 

Officer Development 
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