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The Dispatch 

Riverside Fire and Rescue is participating 

in a nationwide program to reduce  stroke 

occurrence and improve outcomes.  
 
The ultimate goal of the program is to improve outcomes for victims of stroke 

and increase public awareness and education. 

 

· Someone in the US has a stroke about once every 40 seconds. 

· Stroke accounts for 1 of every 20 deaths in the US. 

· Stroke kills someone in the US about every 4 minutes. 

· Stroke is a leading cause of serious long-term disability in the US. 

· Stroke was the 2nd leading global cause of death behind heart disease in 2013 

· A recent study estimated financial cost of strokes in the U.S. will soar to more 

 than $2.2 trillion over the next 45 years if no action is taken to improve  

 preventive care or treatment. 

 
Signs of stroke  

· Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg, especially on one side of 

 the body. 

· Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding. 

· Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes. 

· Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination. 

· Sudden severe headache with no known cause. 

 
The faster a stroke is treated, the more likely the patient will recover. Patients 

who are treated within 90 minutes of their first symptoms are almost three times 

more likely to recover with little or no disability. 

 
Calling 911 at the first sign of stroke is critical. Our state’s system is activated 

the moment you call. Emergency medical service responders are specially 

trained on stroke assessment and they alert the hospital in advance so stroke 

patients get seen and treated faster. 

 
Think F.A.S.T for the most common signs and symptoms of stroke, and call 9-1-1 

immediately if you or someone you’re with has signs of a stroke. 

 

FACE  Ask the person to smile. Does one side of the face droop? 

ARMS Ask the person to raise their arms, note if one arm drifts  

 Downward or not move at all.   

SPEECH  Ask the person to repeat a simple sentence. Is speech slurred or  

 hard to understand? Are they unable to speak? 

TIME  Time to call 911 if you see any one of these signs. Note the time symp-

toms started, or when the person was last known to be normal and 

tell the emergency medical responders. 

 
National Statistics Source: American Stroke Association 2017  Information provided by the WA State Department of 

Health, WA Coverdell Acute Stroke Program. 

Riverside Fire & Rescue 

 

Fire Station 74 

4114 56th Ave E 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253-922-5644 

 

Fire Commissioners 

John Campbell 

Karen Megran 

Peter Allison 

 

Fire Chief Staff 

 

Kira Thirkield 

Interim Fire Chief 
 

Daniel Hugo 

Battalion Chief 

 

Visit us online at 

Piercefire14.org 
 

Like Us on 

 

 

 

 

 

FB.ME/Piercefire14.org 

 

 

 

 

 

@Piercefire14 
 

 

 

In An Emergency  

Dial 9-1-1 
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Your Firefighters 

Meet Your Firefighters 
Firefighter / EMT David Maniago 

 

David Maniago began with Riverside Fire and  

rescue in 2014 where he attended the  

departments first in house fire academy. He is a US 

Marine Veteran with two combat tours to  

Afghanistan's helmand province. Since joining the 

ranks of firefighter he has become a driver/

operator, experienced EMT, Seasoned Firefighter 

and instructor. He is active in community events, 

new firefighter training and leads the department 

in physical fitness awareness and training. He  

recently enrolled in highline community college 

as a nursing student and has just been accepted to 

the university of Washington—Tacoma where he 

will complete his degree. 

 

David Maniago provided an insight into his work 

ethic and dedication with his favorite saying/quote  

“let’s get the job done.” 

 

Want To Be A Firefighter? 
 We Are Currently Looking for New Volunteers 
 
We are looking for motivated people interested in becoming a  

firefighter / EMT.  Our volunteer firefighters are the backbone of our 

organization and a crucial part of providing 9-1-1 emergency services. 

Our volunteers receive a compensation stipend for their service,  

including weekly drill, training, emergency response, and station  

staffing.  

 

 New firefighters will obtain: 

 IFSAC Firefighter I 

 Hazardous Materials Awareness 

 Hazardous Materials Operations 

 Emergency Vehicle Driver (EVIP) 

 Emergency Medical Technician 

 

Applicants Must Possess 

 18 Years of age 

 High School Diploma 

 Wa Drivers license 

 Wa Drivers Abstract 

 with a good record 

 Current accepted 

 physical examination 

 Clean background 

 

If you or someone you know is interested 

please visit the volunteering section of our 

website for more details. 

 

 

Meeting Your  

Firefighters 
 

Firefighters will be out at 

several locations   

offering free blood  

pressure checks this 

summer 

 

First and Third  

Saturday 

Of the Month 

Tacoma Country Est. 

Valley brook MHP 

 

Second and Fourth  

Saturday 

Of the Month 

Majestic MHP 

Riverside Villa 

 

 

 

 

 

As always blood  

pressure checks can be 

done at Station 74  

between 8Am-5Pm 

Small decreases in blood 

pressure can really help 

your heart. Every five 

point decrease in blood 

pressure reduces your 

risk of heart attack by 

21%  

 
Source: WA Dept of Health 

Proudly Serving Pierce Fire District 14 & The Puyallup Tribal Nation 

Professionalism Accountability Courtesy Compassion Integrity Commitment 
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A Message From Our Chief 

It has now been three years since the fire district 

discontinued contracting services with Central 

Pierce Fire and Rescue and resumed operations 

independently. It has been a busy three years with 

lots of changes and hard work from our  

dedicated volunteers. We began resuming  

operations on May 2nd 2014 under the guidance of 

Fire Chief Tony Cooper. It felt much like we were 

starting a brand new department to the officers 

and commissioners as we worked tirelessly to 

make sure our equipment, facilities, staffing and 

training were all back to normal operation. We 

had many volunteers and officers return but that 

still left us with a shortage of trained staff. We 

did extensive recruiting and ran our first ever in 

house fire academy that resulted in a dozen trained personnel. We  

continue to recruit and train new volunteers to a minimum of IFSAC 

Firefighter 1, Hazardous Materials Operations and EMT Basic. 

 

Through a generous grant from The Puyallup Tribal Nation for $90,000, 

we were able to update our communications systems and remodel our 

station. Continued support from our community through our EMS and 

Maintenance and Operations levy has produced an adequate operating 

budget. Without this financial support it would not have been possible 

to resume the high level of operations that our community has come to 

expect. 

 

This last year we saw the resignation of Chief Tony Cooper. The Board 

of Commissioners commented “Chief Cooper was very instrumental in 

the reopening of the Department three years ago, and for that he is due 

much credit, appreciation, and thanks.  We wish him well!” With his  

resignation I have taken over as Interim Fire Chief while the board works 

to hire a new Fire Chief. I have been with Riverside Fire since 2005 when I 

started as a volunteer. While volunteering, aside from my extensive fire 

and EMS training, I completed my Bachelors Degree at the University of 

Washington and worked at Trimed Ambulance. I was hired as full time 

Battalion Chief for Riverside in February of 2015. I have had a love and 

passion for the fire service, this department and its community since the 

moment I started and I am proud to be working here full time and  

temporarily leading the department during this transition. 

 

Kira Thirkield—interim Fire Chief—Riverside Fire and Rescue 
 

Prevent head injuries with a bike helmet 
According to the center for disease 

control and prevention, over 25,000 

children are treated in emergency  

departments for traumatic brain  

injuries every year. 

Wearing a bicycle helmet can reduce the 

risk of these life-threatening  

injuries up to 85%. 
Riverside Fire provides helmets and  

fitting for $7. Stop by our station  

Anytime from 8am-5pm. 

 

Highlights from April 

2017 NFPA U.S. Fire 

Department Profile 

Statistics (2015 Stats): 

 

 

There were 1,160,450 

career and volunteer  

firefighters in the United 

States in 2015.  

 30% (345,600) were 

career firefighters.  

  70% (814,850) were 

volunteer firefighters  

 

 

29,727 fire departments 

protected the United 

States in 2015.  

 All Career 2,651  

 Mostly Career 1,893  

 Mostly Volunteer 5,421  

 All Volunteer 19,762  

 

 

In 2015, 7.3%, of the 

firefighters were female. 

Of the career firefighters 

12,850 (3.7%) were  

female firefighters. 

There were 72,250  

volunteer firefighters 

who were female, 8.9% 

of the total.  

 

 

Half the fire service is 

40 or more years old.  

Proudly Serving Pierce Fire District 14 & The Puyallup Tribal Nation 

Professionalism Accountability Courtesy Compassion Integrity Commitment 
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A Look At Our Services 

A look at the districts responses over the last 10 years by call type. 

* The district contracted services with Central Pierce  from January 2013– April 2014. 

 

Wildland Fire Season 

As summer has finally arrived, your firefighters spent the spring training on  

specialty responses that have an increase in frequency in the warmer summer 

months. Crews recently spent several days refreshing their training and  

improving their skills in wildland (brush fires) firefighting. Our fire district has 

a unique aspect in which we have a wildland urban interface component to deal 

with in the event of a large wildland fire. What this means is that there are areas 

where forest and heavy vegetation meet up with residential and commercial  

businesses with no natural break between them.  

Many of our volunteer firefighters are cross trained as wildland  firefighters 

in a partnership with Washington State Department of Natural resources. In the 

event of a large fire 

response in the state, 

firefighters from our 

district will respond to 

assist anywhere they 

are needed as part of a 

state wide mobilization 

plan. No need to worry 

about coverage here, 

our main priority is your 

safety and providing 

services to our  

community. The fire  

district will send 2-4 

personnel with one 

unit, either a brush  

engine or fire engine.  

 

Some tips to keep 

your home safe this summer 

 Clear needles, leaves and other debris from your roof, gutters and eves.  

 Remove flammable items within 30 feet of all structures, including firewood piles 

 Maintain a well hydrated lawn, shrubs and trees around your home 

 If its brown, trim it down. Cut and remove any dry grasses and yard debris from your 

home 

 Secure propane tanks in a area not susceptible to vegetation fires 

 

For more information on wildland fire preparations visit www. Firewise.org 

A New Look For Us! 

We are getting a fresh 

new look!  

After several years of 

proudly wearing our  

current patch we will be 

making a change and 

retiring our current 

patches (above)  

Our new patches were 

designed after several of 

our staff submitted their 

own ideas. After months 

of consolidating the  

different designs,  

working with a local 

friend that volunteered 

her professional services, 

this is the design that 

was created and selected 

to adorn our uniforms.  

 

Smoke Detectors  

Save Lives 

An estimated 890 lives 

could be saved each year 

if all Homes had a  

working smoke detector. 

If you need a new 

smoke or carbon  

monoxide detector 

please feel free to give 

us a call and we will 

come out and install 

one for you! 

Proudly Serving Pierce Fire District 14 & The Puyallup Tribal Nation 

Professionalism Accountability Courtesy Compassion Integrity Commitment 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

ALS 101 125 120 133 146 140 147 0 89 139 166 

BLS 132 149 150 125 116 143 164 0 118 202 143 

FIRE 70 44 39 51 38 15 19 0 20 63 44 

MVA 49 51 46 49 40 28 33 0 27 38 49 

SERVICE 54 42 32 42 26 57 81 0 36 50 55 

SPEC OPS 3 7 2 3 3 0 0 0 0 5 2 

TOTAL 466 469 446 423 389 390 456 0 290 497 459 
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Fireworks Information 

Fireworks Safety Tips 
 
Know the areas firework  

laws and regulations. In 

Unincorporated Pierce 

County it is illegal to 

posses and discharge 

firecrackers, bottle 

rockets, missile type 

rockets, as well as       

anything that can maybe   

considered a bomb.         

Illegal use of fireworks 

will result in fines or  

additional consequences 

from the Pierce County 

Sheriffs Office. Remember that some fireworks purchased from tribal 

fireworks stands may not be permitted off the tribal property. 

 

Celebrating Safely 
 Safety Tips From The Pierce County Fire Marshals Office 

 

Be Prepared… before you light fireworks 

 Only use fireworks purchased from state licensed fireworks stands—illegal 

fireworks are subject to confiscation and possible criminal charges.  

 Store fireworks out of children’s reach.  

 Keep pets safe indoors.  

 Always keep water handy  

Be Safe… when lighting fireworks  

 Only responsible and sober adults should light fire-

works.  

 Only use fireworks outdoors.  

 Do not throw, hold or light fireworks in your hand.  

 Protect your eyes, always wear safety glasses 

 Light one firework at a time and move away quickly—never relight a “dud”.  

Be Responsible… after you finish  

 Soak used fireworks in water. 

 Be considerate and clean up used fireworks.  

 Remember firework debris belong in the trash, NOT the recycle bin. 

 Keep matches and lighters away from children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fireworks 

 Discharge Times 
 

June 28  

12Pm-11PM 

June 29 - July 3 

9Am -11Pm 

July 4 

9Am -12Am 

July 5 

9Am -11Pm 

 

July 4th 

Public Fireworks 

Displays 
 

Federal Way 

Red, White & Blues 

Celebration Park 

10:15Pm 

 

Tacoma 

Freedom Fair 

Ruston Way 

10:00Pm 

 

Seattle Seafair 

Gasworks Park 

10:20Pm 

 

 

The Declaration of  

Independence fun fact: 

In 1776, there were 2.5 

million people living in 

the new nation. Today 

the population of the 

USA is over 300 million! 
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